CHAPTER IX
THE PIGOTT FORGERIES
I
WE approach the end. Parnell was now forty-one years of
age* He had been a member of Parliament for exactly twelve
years when on April 18, 1887, The Times published one of
a series of articles entitled " Parnellism and Crime/* On
this particular day the article included a facsimile repro-
duction of a letter alleged to have been signed by him* The
body of the letter was in another handwriting* It was dated
May 15, 1882, nine days after the murders in the Phoenix
Park* and it contained these words:
" DEAR SIR*
" I am not surprised at your friend's anger* but he and
you should know that to denounce the murders was the only
course open to us* To do that promptly was plainly our
best policy* But you can tell him and all others concerned
that, though I regret the accident of Lord F* Cavendish's
death* I cannot refuse to admit that Burke got no more than
his deserts* You are at liberty to show him this* and others
whom you can trust also, but let not my address be known*
He can write to the House of Commons*
" Yours very truly,
44 CHARLES S* PARNELL*"
Parnell was at Eltham when the letter appeared in The
Times, and Mrs* O'Shea has given a vivid account of his
behaviour when he heard of it* Someone had cut the letter
out of the newspaper and pasted it on the gate of Wonersh
Lodge, for his residence there was common knowledge in
the neighbourhood* People used to lean over the fence to
watch him come and go* Mrs* O'Shea had read the letter,
and as she was anxious that Parnell should eat his breakfast
before he saw it, she kept The Times from him* " The Times
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